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may, according to these writers, be analysed as (1) instruction,
§r teaching in the narrower sense, and (2) training, which latter
rests upon (a) the exercise of authority in government, and
(b) the exercise of personal influence. For the present, we are
concerned with instruction, or teaching in the narrower sense,
and first of all with the problems of the curriculum.
A glance backwards: Anyone who visits a school at the
(I) Primary schools present day, and scrutinizes the time-
table, the text-books, and the syllabuses
of instruction, is faced by a set of facts which cannot be
explained except by reference to the conditions out of which
they arose. Take first the typical case of the English primary
schools. In the 1830's and 1840*s, to go no further back, a
child brought up in an English village, without ever seeing the
inside, and possibly without ever seeing the outside, of a school,
might yet be so brought up as to excite the envy of some of our
modern prophets of "practical" education. He might acquire
a very practical knowledge of the hills and streams, the fauna
and flora, of his neighbourhood, and of much that pertains to
the life of farm and cottage, and, in due course, he might
master a skilled craft.1 In many vital respects it would be
absurd, according to our most modern notions, to call him,
without further ado, an ignorant uneducated person. The
trouble was that his vision was limited to his own parish, and
that his knowledge of mankind was limited to the few-score
souls among whom he actually lived. To escape these limita-
tions, to become conscious of citizenship, and to be fit to
exercise the political power at which they were aiming, the
"lower orders," said the philanthropists of the time, must learn
those extended means of communication which we call reading
1 Wm. Cobbeti tells of an admirable woman who could neither read
nor write, but who " understood well the making of bread, the brewing
of beer, the keeping of cows, the rearing of pigs, the salting of meat, the
rearing of poultry, the obtaining of honey, the making of rushes to serve
instead of candles . . " and so on.

